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Kyme did not lack her sacer vates, in the person of
Ephoros, the exceedingly influential fourth century historian,
who was a native of the place, and naturally liked to glorify it.
He made himself, in fact, mildly ridiculous in the learned
world by inserting in his work in one place, where he could
find no other excuse for mentioning his home, the remark
" At this time Kyme remained at peace ".1 He also
indubitably liked a little romance in his history; so that
when we find the bride of Midas, the " very beautiful and
able " Hermodika or Damodika, credited by Herakleides
and Pollux (loc. cit.) with introducing coinage in Kyme,
we know at once whom to credit with the statement.
And yet it will not do simply to disregard it, as Ephoros'
rather facile romancing is sometimes with equal facility
disregarded by modern writers. The earliest evidence, that
of a well-known passage of Herodotos (i, 94) and that of
Xenophanes 2 nearly a century earlier still, credits Lydians
with this all-important invention, and the earliest coins
known to us do in fact date from the early seventh century,
the time of the sudden emergence of a strong Lydia under
Gyges. But money was not invented in a day, nor in any
one place; there are, notoriously, scattered over the world
all sorts of approximations to money, often in the form of
utensils—bronze double-axes (the old Aegean symbol) in
central Europe, bronze celts in the west—whose small size
unfits them for use ; they are clearly a medium of exchange
which could be hoarded as treasure or used in dealing with
pedlars or on other occasions when barter was inconvenient.
Such too were the (disputed) iron currency bars of Keltic
Britain and such the well-attested iron cooking-spits of early
Dorian Greece. Six such " spikes '*—obols or obelisks—made
a handful—drachma. An important step was taken when
kings in the Near East caused their stamp, such as the royal
lion of Lydia, to be placed on lumps of precious metal—gold,
silver, or elektron, a mixture of the two found together in
the sands of the Paktolos at Sardis—to guarantee their
quality; and another, the crucial step, followed, -when coins,
1 Str. xiii, 033,	2 In Pollux, loc. cit.

